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anxiety that interferes with everything
they do in school or work.

My hope is that he will exercise that
authority on behalf of the parents of
those children—U.S. citizens, perma-
nent residents, and DREAMers.

My hope is that he will ease some of
the arbitrary restrictions that prevent
the DOCA program from achieving its
full purpose—restrictions like the cut-
off age.

As he acts to exercise his prosecu-
torial discretion with respect to depor-
tation, he should also consider his ad-
ministration’s policies with respect to
detention. As I wrote to the President
earlier this year, along with my col-
league and friend Chairman LEAHY, I
believe the administration’s decision
to dramatically expand the detention
of whole families, many of whom have
shown a credible fear of being returned
to dangerous situations in their home
countries, is counterproductive and
harmful. Migrants must be given an
adequate opportunity to show they
have a valid claim as refugees.

The policy of indiscriminately hold-
ing families in enormous, privately run
facilities leads to inhumane living con-
ditions. Violence against women and
children and simply inefficient use of
resources are more the rule than the
exception. Warehousing young children
in complexes that are little more than
jails is deeply incompatible with our
national values and it serves none of
the goals of an effective immigration
system.

Tomorrow marks the 2b6th anniver-
sary of the U.N. Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Faith leaders and
community members from around the
country will be doing vigils and telling
the stories of children and mothers
who are spending this holiday season
behind bars. Yes, in the greatest coun-
try in the history of the world, chil-
dren and their moms will be spending
Thanksgiving behind bars.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous
consent for 1 additional minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. These families
are not flight risks and they are not
dangerous. We owe it to them to do
better. I am proud of standing with my
colleagues on calling on the President
to keep families together, target re-
sources effectively, and run an immi-
gration system that reflects America’s
values and builds a stronger future.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is now closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to executive session.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Under the previous order, there will
be 2 minutes of debate equally divided
prior to a vote on the motion to invoke
cloture on the Pepper nomination.

The Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask unanimous
consent all time be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Pamela Pepper, of Wisconsin, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Wisconsin.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Robert
Menendez, Patty Murray, Debbie Sta-
benow, Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klo-
buchar, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Chris-
topher Murphy, Brian Schatz, Richard
J. Durbin, Richard Blumenthal, Tom
Harkin, Angus S. King, Jr., Tom Udall,
Mazie K. Hirono, Sheldon Whitehouse.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Pamela Pepper, of Wisconsin, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Wisconsin, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from North Carolina (Mrs.
HAGAN) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 58,
nays 39, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 283 Ex.]

YEAS—b58

Ayotte Franken Mikulski
Baldwin Gillibrand Murkowski
Begich Harkin Murphy
Bennet Heinrich Murray
Blumenthal Heitkamp Nelson
Booker Hirono Pryor
Boxer Johnson (SD) Reed
Brown Jol}nson (WI) Reid
Cantwell Kaine Rockefeller
Cardin King

Sanders
Carper Klobuchar
Casey Leahy Schatz
Collins Levin Schumer
Coons Manchin Shaheen
Donnelly Markey Stabenow
Durbin McCaskill Tester
Feinstein Menendez Udall (CO)
Flake Merkley
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Udall (NM) Warner Whitehouse
Walsh Warren Wyden
NAYS—39
Alexander Enzi McConnell
Barrasso Fischer Moran
Blunt Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Risch
Chambliss Heller Roberts
Coats Hoeven Rubio
Coburn Inhofe Scott
Cochran Isakson Sessions
Corker Johanns Shelby
Cornyn Kirk Thune
Crapo Lee Toomey
Cruz McCain Wicker
NOT VOTING—3
Hagan Landrieu Vitter

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 58, the nays are 39.
The motion is agreed to.

———

NOMINATION OF PAMELA PEPPER
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DIS-
TRICT OF WISCONSIN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Pamela Pepper, of
Wisconsin, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to
a vote on the motion to invoke cloture
on the Sannes nomination.

The Senator from New York.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Brenda K. Sannes, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of New York.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Robert
Menendez, Patty Murray, Debbie Sta-
benow, Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klo-
buchar, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Chris-
topher Murphy, Brian Schatz, Richard
J. Durbin, Richard Blumenthal, Tom
Harkin, Angus S. King, Jr., Tom Udall,
Mazie K. Hirono, Sheldon Whitehouse.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Brenda K. Sannes, of New York, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of New York, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.
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